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OPINION 


JFK* director 



Ford, 


■ David Belin and former Presi- 
dent Gerald Ford are the last of a 
dying breed: Warren Commission 
apologists. 

Today, not even the govern- 
ment contend the Warren Com- 
mission investigation into the 
assassination of President Ken- 
nedy was an adequate one. 

The 1976-79 House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations conclud- 
ed that toe CIA, toe FBI and 
military intelligence withheld in-, 
formation from the Warren Com- 
mission, and these agencies and 
the commission never thoroughly 
investigated even the possibility 
of conspiracy. 

Belin, former counsel for toe 
commissiot^ and Ford make their 
case by using a combination of 
ignorance of new evidence and a 
selective presentation of Warren 
Commission material. 

Belin and Ford: Nineteen 
medical experts have exainined 
toe autop^ photographs and X- 
rays of President Kennedy and 
cdncluded that all the shots struck 
Kenne^ from the rear. 

Evidence: While the 1‘official” 
autopsy photos and X-rays do 
show that all shots came from the 
rear, toe 26 trained medical per- 
sonnel — doctors, nurses, techni- 
cians — who treated the president 
. at Parkland Hospital testified to 
toe Warren Commission that they 
saw an exit-type wound in toe 
back of toe head, a wound that is 
inconsistent with toe photos and 
X-rays. 

Neither the Warren Commis- 
sion nor the House Select Com- 
mittee showed the photos and X- 
rays to toe Dallas doctors. Until 
tms happens, toe medical evi- 
dence proves absolutely nothing. 

Belin and Ford: Unequivocm 
ballistics evidence shows that the 
bullet that struck toe president in 
the head and toe bullet that 
passed through President Kenne- 
dy’s neck and struck Texas Gov. 
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John Connally were fir^ from 
Oswidd’s rifle. 

Evidence: The evidence is far 
from unequivocal. The Warren 
Commission teste reported “mi- 
nor variations” in u>e various 
bullet fragments, making toe re- 
sults at test inconclusive. 

Belin still believes (as of his 
1988 book, “Final Disclosure”) 
that Kennedy was shot in toe back 
of the neck. The autop^ photo-- 
graphs show that toe wound was 
in his upper back. BeM and Ford 
are obviously imaware of toe de- 
classified FBI document stating 
toe bullet in toe back penetyated 
only about two inches and did not 
exit — proving the “single bullet” 
scenario could not have nappened 
at all. 

Belin, and Ford: A “massive 
neuromuscular reaction” caused 
the president’s head to move 
backward when struck from the 
. rear.- - r,. . 

Evidence: According to toe 
Warren (Commission and toe 
House ^Select Conunittee, the 
head shot damaged the right cere- 
bral hemisphere of Keime<ty’s 
brain — not a nerve coprdi^tion 
center, hot capable of causing a 
“massive neuromuscular 
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Belin and Ford: Postal In- 
spector Holmes delayed Oswald’s 
transfer, thus proving Ruby was 
not part of any conspiracy. 

Evidence: If Ruby part of 
a conspiraCT and Ruby was al- 
lowed into the police station by a 
contact there, then toe Holmes 
excuse is nonsense: The conspira- 
tors would make sure Ruby was 
there for the transfer. Fora and 
BeUn argue that no would-be hit 
man wotild kill his target in a 
police station. No, of coxu-se not. 



.;v'Gerald Poi^ - 
His actions questioned 

uriess iie had help^'^^^^ ^ ^ 

Belin and Ford: Rabbi HiUel 
Silverman said he is convinced 
Ruby was; telling him toe truth, 
when he says he wasn’t conspira- 
terially involved. 

Evidence: Ruby told toe War- 
iren,.Gommission he couldnT telli; 
the truth in Dallas and begged to 
I be taken to Washington. He also 
gave press conferences in 1966 
saying he would like to tell the 
truth. By then Rute was no longer 
—in -contact with Silverman. The - 
rabbi left toe DaUas i^ in 1965. 
Why Belin thinks we should take 
Silverman’s word over Ruby’s, is 
unclear. 

Belin and Ford: Ballistics evi- 
dence proved that Oswald’s re- 
volver was toe 'Hppit murder 
weapon. V' - « 

^dence: There is no chain of 
evidehce tor the fopr cartridge 
cases found at toe ' scene. Both 
policemen who handled them 
marked them with their initials, 
but neither could identify toe 
cases as toe ones they turned in 
when they testified to the Warren 
Commission — they couldn’t find 
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,*Tohey ignored evidence’ < 

their initials. , , v , . 

FuMenaorei^%th^ cajrtn^ 
cases ^ tVv'O^ W^teffi-Winchester 
arid two Reriiington-Peters — 
ddn’t matdi Jhe puUeis^ 
Westem-Winchristeri one Rein- 
in^n-Petere^:;^;^^^ 

Beliri and Ford: Those of us; 
who seiyeri on^fte ,^^n Cpm- ^ 
mission arid it4 $tan J^oisv it to.be ' 
the tntth ^’be^rind treasonable 
doubt — thatMe Hakvey Oswald 
?^was the lone guluiiari who killed 
President; Kenne% i arid Officer a 
■ Tippit;f Bvhfe .a - 

‘ fEvidence: Apparently Ford 
and Belin didn\> keep in touch 
with theto /cpileaj^gSr: jG 

sipners ’Hale 3pggs, Richarp 
RrisseUarid Jorin^^^R^^^ POP'! 
per had j^vd dOUbtis from the 
stort about tiie “single bullet”, 
theoiy.:;A;-i . 

i:In later-years toey^ent public: 
with dissausf actionwith the cpm- 
nussion’s , finding, : “I bad strong 
doubts,” ,Bpggs,said. Cooper 
“uncoriyiriced^^ by ;toe singletoul- 
let theOiy. ‘ ‘ 
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I In a 1970 Washingtori Post arti- 
cle, Russell said he believed Pres- 
ident Kennedy was killed as the / 
.result of a criminal conspiracy 
.and joined forces ^tb researcher^)' 

I Harold Weisberg iri an effort,<ito - 
jdeclassify , commission tran- 
i'scripts. '-'t- • , ■ ■ ' •' ' ■' _ 

: Convenient^, Ford and Belin 
'wrap up their presentation by 
referring to tiie "otiier massive '■ 
bo<fy of evidence which coriclu- 
sively proves^eyond a reasonable “ 
doubt that Oswald was the lone ii' 
g iintnan.” They declirieto present— 
this massive body of evidence to 
V tiie readers. Shomd we take these^::;^ 
'"'men at theto' word?’W6bably riot. 

Former President Ford’s ac- 
. tions have been called into ques-. 
tion more than once in the JFK \ 
cas^; Fdr example, Ford seems to 
have reported on the Warren 
Commission to the FBI. A Def , 12, . 
’‘1963, interiial FBI memo froiri J.;. 
it Edgar ^HOover aide Cartha De- ; 
Loach noted: ) ^ • ' 

. “Ford indicated he would keep ^ 
r' me toorpu^y advised as to the 
. . activities of tiie commission, HP i 
-"ritated tius would have to be,dorie; .j 
;- riri a cOrifidential basis, howevetv. ; 

he thought it had to be done, He?, 

; alsQ asked if he could call me front 
.• time to . time and straighten sput 
. q^ mind concerning 

t our irivestigatiori.” 

; Witiiregaiti to there is 
overv^ehmng evidence that .he ' 
' “ wris less than tiuthful in taking 
Charles Givens’ testimony for the ; 
:;i :Warreri Conmussion. - Givens, a ’ 
. co-wprher of Oswald’s at the Bpokn 
■ tDepositoty, ori^aUy told Dallas 
' pouce he saw -Oswald on the./inst- 
floor shortly before noon the, day., 
of tiie assassination. . 

. j f Later, he told the Warren Conii - 
mission he had seen Oswald alOrie 
; on the shrift floor at that same 
,j ' time, In a memo written before he. 

. spoke to Giveris, Belin made note 
" of the first Statement, yet he did 
not mention it .when Givens told 


hiin the new ‘Sixth-floor” version, 

Aii FBI document found at the 
National Archives — available to 
the commission — put Givens’ 
credibility iri doubt. The document 
•quoted Dallas iMiliceman Jack Re- 
vill as saying Givens “would prob- 
ably change his testimony ;for 
money.” •* 

In his books and articles, Belin 
champions Givens as the inan 
Who placed Oswald on the sixth 
floorshorUy before the shooting. 
Researchers have , asked Belm 
about tius on m;^^ 
has yet to provide an answer. 

- - In earlier tandem performance,,-^ 
Belin appeared asFhrd’s coUnseT'" 
when the former president testi- 
fied befpre tiie House Select Corii-ii 
iriittee. During a break in a$ 
hearirig; Ford, obviously thinking 
die microphones were turned ofL 
leaned over to Belin and asked, 
;"‘‘Have T Compromised anything 
yet?” a rather curious state- ' 
ment Under the circumstances. 

, : A11 of Ford and Belin’s “Pvi- i 
dence” comes from the commis-! v 
i .sion volumes and report — they 
' i^oirc all of the Cbinmission Doc- v^ 
'luneri published within thh,,' 

) volumes), all of tiie evidence’;’ 

' tUrried up by the Jim Garrison ’ 
investigation, the 1975 Senate In- 
telligence (Church) Committee;;^ 
hearings, tiie House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations investiT ,, 
gatiori: and all of ; the evidence'^ 
' brou^t to right over the years by 
private researchers and scholars;’ 
- through Freedofn'Of Informatiori 
Achsuits and rigorous documental 
analysis. ' ; 

Thereason is simple: None of 

' f diis evidcrice : strengthens their, j , 
■■ ’dog-earied Conclusions. Most Of it ? 

contradicts them. , * 

: . (Oliver Stone directed the mdv- % 
ie ‘‘JFK’ and was co-writer of its ' 
screenpiay/speciai to The Wash- 
indon PosC'distributed by 
Tmes-Washin^oh Post News 
'Service.) ' 
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